
WHAT PET OWNERS 
NEED TO KNOW 
ABOUT RABIES 

VACCINATIONS IN  
NEW YORK STATE 

 

 

Fines 

If your dog, cat or domesticated 

ferret is not vaccinated, is not up-

to-date on its vaccinations, or is 

not properly confined after biting 

someone, as the owner you shall be 

subject to a fine not to exceed 

$200 for each offense. 

 

 

 

If You Have Any Questions, Don’t 
Hesitate To Ask 

Lexy ' s  Danes 

"Once You Go Dane, Your Life Is 
Never The Same" 

Phone: 315-642-3191 
Email: lexysdanes@yahoo.com 
Website:  www.lexysdanes.com  

34552 US Rt. 11 
Philadelphia, NY 13673 

Lexy' s  Danes 

Exemptions 

The vaccination requirements shall not apply to 

any dog, cat, domesticated ferret if the animal is 

transported through New York State and remains 

in the state 15 days or les; the animal is confined 

to the premises of an incorporated society devoted 

to the care of lost, stray or homeless animals; a 

licensed veterinarian has determined that the vac-

cination will adversely affect the animal’s health; 

the animal is confined to the premises of a college 

or other educational or research institution for 

research purposes; or if the animal is unowned 

(feral, wild, not socialized). 
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Where can I get my pet vacci-
nated? 

All counties are required to provide a free 
vaccination clinic every four months.  Con-
tact your county health department for the 
schedule in your area.  Rabies vaccinations 
are also available from your veterinarian.  If 
you have questions about new vaccines de-
veloped specifically for cats and for pets at 
younger ages, contact your county health 
department or veterinarian. 

 

When should my pet receive its 
first rabies vaccination? 

The law requires that your pet’s first rabies 
vaccination be given no later than four 
months after its date of birth.  Many rabies 
vaccines are licensed for use at three 
months, although some may be given at 
younger ages. 

 

After my pet gets its second rabies 
shot, when is the next booster 
shot due? 

After the second rabies shot, you only need 
to get additional booster shots every three 
years, if the vaccination clinic or you veteri-
narian is using a rabies vaccine licensed for 
three years. 

If my pet bites a person, does it have 
to be euthanized (put to sleep)? 

 
If your pet bites a person and you 
wish to avoid euthanizing and testing 
it for rabies, it must be confined and 
observed for ten days.  If your pet is 
not up-to-date on its rabies shots, the 
ten-day confinement/observation pe-
riod must take place at the owner’s 
expense, at an appropriate facility 
such as an animal shelter, veterinar-
ian’s office, or kennel.  If your pet is 
up-to-date on its rabies shots, the 
county health department may allow 
the ten-day confinement/observation 
period to take place in your home.  
During the ten-day confinement pe-
riod, the county or a designated party 
must verify that your pet is under con-
finement and observation, has re-
mained healthy during and at the end 
of the ten-day period. 
 

What proof will I have that my pet 
received its rabies shots? 

 

The veterinarian, or a person under 
the veterinarian’s supervision, will 
provide you with a certificate as proof 
that your pet has been vaccinated.  
The veterinarian’s office will also 
keep a copy of your pet’s vaccination 
certificate.  The law requires the vet-
erinarian to provide the vaccination 
certificate to any public health official 
for any case involving your dog, cat or 
ferret that may have been exposed to 
rabies, or in any case of possible expo-
sure of a person or another animal to 
rabies. 

 

What if my pet needs to be taken to 
the veterinarian? 

 

Whenever you bring your pet to a vet-
erinarian, s/he will verify if the ani-
mal is up-to-date on its rabies shots.  
If the animal is not up-to-date on its 
rabies shots or exempt as stated be-
low, or if the veterinarian cannot find 
proof of the animal’s rabies vaccina-
tion history, you may request your pet 
be vaccinated at that time. 

 

State law requires rabies 
vaccinations (shots) for all cats, 
dogs and domesticated ferrets! 


